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Methods of Taking Fish
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Bait Regulations 
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General Regulations
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Western District Standard Daily and Possession Limits
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Waterbody/Section  Exceptions to Standard Regulations

Western District Exceptions To Standard Regulations

 ABBOT LAKE   _______________________________________________________ 

ALICE CREEK (tributary to Blackfoot River)   _______________________________ 

ANACONDA SETTLING POND SYSTEM   __________________________________ 

ASHLEY LAKE   _______________________________________________________ 

E

I

BASIN CREEK AND TRIBUTARIES (tributary to East Fork Yaak River)   _________ 

BEAR CREEK (tributary to Middle Fork Flathead River)   ______________________ 

BEAVER CREEK (tributary to Blackfoot River)   _____________________________ 

BEAVERTAIL POND   ___________________________________________________ 

BELMONT CREEK (tributary to Blackfoot River)   ___________________________ 

BIG CREEK AND TRIBUTARIES (tributary to North Fork Flathead River)   ________ 

M
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  Waterbody/Section  Exceptions to Standard Regulations

BITTERROOT LAKE (see Little Bitterroot Lake)   ____________________________

BITTERROOT RIVER (note: river fl ows south to north)   ______________________ 
D

B

W

P

O

O

C

T
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Bitterroot River 
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Florence Bridge

Tucker Crossing

To Salmon, Idaho
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Anglers Roost

East Fork Bitterroot River

Star Falls
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Painted Rocks
Reservoir

Lake Como

State Fishing Access Site (FAS)

Como Bridge

Skal kaho
Cr

Daly Cr

Kootenai Cr

Painted Rocks Dam

Darby Bridge
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  Waterbody/Section  Exceptions to Standard Regulations

BLACKFOOT RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES   _________________________________ 

M

M

M

BLANCHARD LAKE (near Whitefi sh)   _____________________________________ 

BLUE SKY CREEK   ____________________________________________________ 

BOOTJACK LAKE (near Whitefi sh)   ______________________________________ 

CALLAHAN CREEK AND TRIBUTARIES (Kootenai River drainage)   ____________ 

I

CEDAR CREEK (tributary to Clark Fork River)   _____________________________ 

CHAMBERLAIN CREEK (tributary to Blackfoot River)   _______________________ 

CHURCH SLOUGH   ___________________________________________________ 
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Blackfoot River 
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  Waterbody/Section  Exceptions to Standard Regulations

CIBID LAKE   _________________________________________________________ 

CLARENCE CREEK (near Eureka)   _______________________________________ 

CLARK FORK RIVER   __________________________________________________ 

U

P

M

M

CLEARWATER RIVER DRAINAGE   _______________________________________ 
C

C
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Clark Fork River 
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  Waterbody/Section  Exceptions to Standard Regulations

CLEARWATER RIVER DRAINAGE continued   ______________________________ 
C

L

COAL CREEK AND TRIBUTARIES (tributary to North Fork Flathead River)   ______ 

COPPER CREEK (tributary to Blackfoot River)   _____________________________ 

COTTONWOOD CREEK (tributary to Blackfoot River)   _______________________ 

DALY CREEK (tributary to Skalkaho Creek)   _______________________________ 

DRY CREEK (tributary to Clark Fork River)   ________________________________ 

  ____________ 

EAST FORK YAAK RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES   _____________________________ 

ECHO LAKE (near Anaconda)   __________________________________________ 

ECHO LAKE (near Bigfork)   _____________________________________________ 



W
e

s
te

rn
 D

is
tric

t
  Waterbody/Section  Exceptions to Standard Regulations

ELK CREEK (tributary to Swan River)   ____________________________________ 

EMILY SPRINGS (tributary to Georgetown Lake)   ___________________________ 

FENNON SLOUGH   ____________________________________________________ 

FISH CREEK AND TRIBUTARIES (Clark Fork River drainage)   _________________ 

M

FISHTRAP CREEK AND TRIBUTARIES (Thompson River drainage)   ___________ 

E

FLATHEAD LAKE     ____________________________________________________ 

FLATHEAD RIVER   ____________________________________________________ 
C

F
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  Waterbody/Section  Exceptions to Standard Regulations

FLATHEAD RIVER SLOUGHS   __________________________________________ 

B

C

FLINT CREEK   ________________________________________________________ 

D

FOY LAKE   __________________________________________________________ 

FRANK LAKE   ________________________________________________________ 

N

FRED BURR LAKE (Granite County)   _____________________________________ 

P

FRENCHTOWN POND   _________________________________________________ 

GEORGETOWN LAKE    ________________________________________________ 

(

S

T

GOAT CREEK (tributary to Swan River)   ___________________________________ 
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  Waterbody/Section  Exceptions to Standard Regulations

GOLD CREEK (tributary to Blackfoot River)   _______________________________ 

GRANITE CREEK AND TRIBUTARIES (Middle Fork Flathead River drainage)   ____ 

GRAVE CREEK (near Eureka)   ___________________________________________ 

HARDTLA CREEK (tributary to Georgetown Lake)   __________________________ 

HEIRONYMOUS POND   ________________________________________________ 

HERRIG CREEK (tributary to Little Bitterroot Lake)   _________________________ 

HOLLAND CREEK   ____________________________________________________ 

M

HORSESHOE LAKE  (near Ferndale)   _____________________________________ 

HORSESHOE LAKE (Thompson Chain of Lakes)   __________________________ 

HUNGRY HORSE RESERVOIR   __________________________________________ 

D

HUNGRY HORSE RESERVOIR TRIBUTARIES   _____________________________ 
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  Waterbody/Section  Exceptions to Standard Regulations

JOB CORPS PONDS (Deer Lodge County)   ________________________________ 
          see Warm Springs WMA map

KEELER CREEK   _____________________________________________________ 

KOOTENAI RIVER   ____________________________________________________ 

L

H

K

LAKE ALVA   __________________________________________________________ 

LAKE CREEK (near Troy)   ______________________________________________ 

LAKE INEZ   __________________________________________________________ 

LAKE KOOCANUSA     _________________________________________________ 
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  Waterbody/Section  Exceptions to Standard Regulations

LAKE MARY RONAN     _________________________________________________ 

LANDERS FORK (tributary to Blackfoot River)   _____________________________ 

LION CREEK (tributary to Swan River)  ____________________________________ 

LITTLE BITTERROOT LAKE  aka Bitterroot Lake ____________________________ 

LITTLE BLACKFOOT RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES   ___________________________ 

M

T

LODGEPOLE CREEK AND TRIBUTARIES (Middle Fork Flathead River drainage)    

LONG CREEK AND TRIBUTARIES (Middle Fork Flathead River drainage)   ______ 

LOON LAKE (near Ferndale)   ____________________________________________ 

LOST LAKE (Eureka)   __________________________________________________ 

LOWER STILLWATER LAKE  ____________________________________________ 

LOWER THOMPSON LAKE   ____________________________________________ 

MARSHALL CREEK (tributary to Blackfoot River)   __________________________ 
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  Waterbody/Section  Exceptions to Standard Regulations

McCORMICK POND aka Silver's Lagoon (Missoula)   ________________________ 

MEDICINE LAKE AND TRIBUTARIES (near Philipsburg)   _____________________ 

L

T

MIDDLE FORK FLATHEAD RIVER DRAINAGE   _____________________________ 

A

N

MIDDLE THOMPSON LAKE   ____________________________________________ 

MILL CREEK (tributary to Clark Fork River)   ________________________________ 

D

MONTURE CREEK (tributary to Blackfoot River)   ___________________________ 

MORRELL CREEK  AND TRIBUTARIES (tributary to Clearwater River)  _________

E

M

MORRISON CREEK AND TRIBUTARIES (Middle Fork Flathead River drainage)   __ 
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  Waterbody/Section  Exceptions to Standard Regulations

NEVADA CREEK (tributary to Blackfoot River)   _____________________________ 

NORTH FORK BLACKFOOT RIVER (tributary to Blackfoot River)   _____________ 

E

D

NORTH FORK FLATHEAD RIVER   _______________________________________ 

NORTH FORK FLINT CREEK (tributary to Georgetown Lake)   _________________ 

NOXON RAPIDS RESERVOIR     _________________________________________ 

B

PETERSON LAKE   ____________________________________________________ 

PETTY CREEK (tributary to Clark Fork River)   ______________________________ 

PLACID CREEK (tributary to Placid Lake)   _________________________________ 

PLACID LAKE   _______________________________________________________ 
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  Waterbody/Section  Exceptions to Standard Regulations

RATTLESNAKE CREEK AND TRIBUTARIES (near Missoula)   _________________ 

E

D

ROCK CREEK (near Missoula)   __________________________________________ 

F

ROGERS LAKE   ______________________________________________________ 

S

SALMON LAKE AND TRIBUTARIES   _____________________________________ 

SEELEY LAKE    _______________________________________________________ 

SILVER'S LAGOON aka McCormick Pond (Missoula)   _______________________ 

SKALKAHO CREEK (tributary to Bitterroot River)   __________________________ 

SOUTH FORK FLATHEAD RIVER DRAINAGE   _____________________________ 
A
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  Waterbody/Section  Exceptions to Standard Regulations

M

M

H

D

SQUEEZER CREEK (tributary to Swan River)   ______________________________ 

ST REGIS RIVER   _____________________________________________________ 

STILLWATER RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES (Flathead River drainage)   ____________ 

STUART MILL CREEK (tributary to Georgetown Lake)   ______________________ 

SWAN LAKE    ________________________________________________________ 

SWAN RIVER   ________________________________________________________ 

P

S

TALLY LAKE   _________________________________________________________ 
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  Waterbody/Section  Exceptions to Standard Regulations

THOMPSON RIVER   ___________________________________________________ 

E

U

M

TOBACCO RIVER   ____________________________________________________ 

TRAIL CREEK AND TRIBUTARIES (Yakinikak, N. Fork Flathead River drainage)   _ 

TROUT CREEK (tributary to Clark Fork River)   _____________________________ 

UPPER STILLWATER LAKE   ____________________________________________ 

UPPER THOMPSON LAKE   _____________________________________________ 

UPSATA LAKE   _______________________________________________________ 

WARM SPRINGS CREEK (near Anaconda)   ________________________________

WARM SPRINGS WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (WMA)   ___________________ 

A

K
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  Waterbody/Section  Exceptions to Standard Regulations

WEST FORK BITTERROOT RIVER   ______________________________________ 

A

P

E

W

WEST FORK QUARTZ CREEK (Kootenai River drainage)   ____________________ 

WEST FORK THOMPSON RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES   _______________________ 

WHALE CREEK AND TRIBUTARIES (North Fork Flathead River drainage)   ______ 

WHITEFISH LAKE     ___________________________________________________ 

WHITEFISH RIVER   ____________________________________________________ 

WILLOW CREEK (near Warm Springs)   ___________________________________ 

F

WOODWARD CREEK   _________________________________________________ 
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